“(Graves uses) a very personal formal language
which blends cultured inspirations — Art Deco,
American Pop, pre-Colombian culture and the

language of cartoons....”

— Alberto Alessi

“I'm always very grumpy when I get up i
morning. But when I get up now I put the
tea kettle on, and when it starts to sing it
makes me smile —goddamn you!”’

— Anonymous French poet, in postcard t
Michael Graves.

(Quoted from memory by Graves.)

Production Debut: 1985
Designer: Michael Graves (b. 1934)
Manufacturer: Alessi

Graves’s buildings and objects often tell us things about themselves.
The red dots along the base of the Bird Kettle, for instance, tell us that the

bottom is hot. The blue handle is cool.
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