ETHNIC PEOPLES IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
The Ainu (A/B)
Preview

Find out at least 3 things about ‘The Ainu’ (location/history/culture /religion/language, etc) in preparation for this class. 

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________
Key Words

These words are important to understanding the DVD you are about to watch:

Ashiri                    Hokkaido               shaman            Nibotani Dam
Vocabulary Check

Prepare the following vocabulary in order to aid your understanding of the DVD. First try to guess the meaning, then you can check in a dictionary. Write the English meaning next to the word.

a)  to infringe on __________________________________________

b)  etiquette _____________________________________________

c)  deities ________________________________________________

d)  notion ________________________________________________

e)  impart _______________________________________________

f)  ailments ______________________________________________

g) feudal ________________________________________________

h) confluence ____________________________________________

i) depletion ______________________________________________

j) flush out _______________________________________________

k) ‘child’s play’ ___________________________________________

l) to speak up ____________________________________________

m) spawn _______________________________________________
n) methane ______________________________________________

o) sludge ________________________________________________
p) incarnate ______________________________________________

q) reservoir ______________________________________________

AB: Ashiri & The Children  
After watching the segment, in turns, ask your partner the following questions and write down their answers. Answer your partner’s questions with a full English sentence. Don’t use katakana nor worry about spellings. If neither of you can answer a question, then skip it and come back to later if you have time.

1.-Complete the following:

“In Hokkaido, in northern Japan, _____ for _____ is a way of life, for a ______ which has _____ to _____ it’s __________ relationship with the environment”

2.-How long have the Ainu been living in Hokkaido?  

3. What do they believe about nature? 
4. For the Ainu, what are trees, plants, rivers & the wind? 
5. How do the Ainu maintain a relationship with their gods?  
6. What are the 4 reasons for the Ainu culture dying out?
7. How many people openly declare themselves as Ainu? Why don’t more?  

8. What is Ashiri’s life like? Why? 
9. Who has she adopted & why? 
10. What does she want to impart to them? 
11. How does she teach them the value of nature? 
12. What does Ashiri think of modern society? 

13. Complete the following:

       “But there is still              of                in Japanese society. Some Ainu people have a            time            with this                    ”
14. Why were the Ainu children deprived of the chance to speak their own language? 

15. Why is ‘katakana’ used to teach the Ainu language to the children?
16. How were the Ainu traditions & legends passed down? 

17. Complete the following:

      “_________ our language plays a _____ role in the _____ of the Ainu _______ in the ______” 
18. What did they do 10 years ago? Why?
19. Before, what had some of these minority students done? 
20. What does Ashiri’s school accept & emphasize in students? 
AB: The Ainu Under Threat 
21. Why does Ashiri know about trees & medicinal plants?   

22. What does she do before she cuts a branch?  

23. Why does she take only 1 branch? 
24. Complete the following:

     “The gods are _______ in these branches. We have to ______ the promises and rules of ________ established by our ________”
25. What does the wood contain? 
26. What happened in the 14th century? 
27. Where have the Ainu always built their villages & why (2 reasons)? 
28. Why are these locations now threatened?  
29. Why was it so easy for the Japanese to build dams at these places? 
30. Why couldn’t the Ainu protest against the Nibotani Dam? 
31. Complete the following:

     “This dam has not only ______ us of our actual _____, but is 
      has ______ on our environment and destroyed our _____ 
      ground. I fear this is a _____ that will never heal. My village 
      Nibotani has been _______        by this dam, and now lies at the   

      bottom of the            ”

32. What have been the 3 effects of the dam on the river? 
33. Why did Amish women tattoo a moustache above their lip? What 

     2 things did this enable them to do?
34. What is the main reason why the Ainu have lost their identity? 
35. In the 1960s, how many pure-blood Ainu remained? 
