ETHNIC PEOPLES IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
The Akha (A B)
Preview

Find out at least 3 things about ‘The Akha’ (location/history/culture/religion/language, etc) in preparation for this class. 

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________
Key Words

These words are important to understanding the DVD you are about to watch:

The Golden Triangle         Appiya        Harbo          Nipa            Pima            
Vocabulary Check

Prepare the following vocabulary in order to aid your understanding of the DVD. First try to guess the meaning, then you can check in a dictionary. Write the English meaning next to the word.

a)  obligation ____________________________________________

b)  discretion ____________________________________________

c)  repel _________________________________________________

d)  to withstand ___________________________________________

e)  pesticide ______________________________________________

f)  sterile ________________________________________________

g) opium ________________________________________________

h) to shelter _____________________________________________

i) to favour ______________________________________________
j) to perch _______________________________________________
k) be partitioned __________________________________________
AB: Background to The Akha
After watching the segment, in turns, ask your partner the following questions and write down their answers. Answer your partner’s questions with a full English sentence. Don’t use katakana nor worry about spellings. If neither of you can answer a question, then skip it and come back to later if you have time.

1.-Complete the following:

“All over the world, there are _____ whose only wish is to live a ________ life. However, ________ often ______ to ______ this and make life difficult”

2.-What is Appiya doing?  

3. Why are Akha villages located on hilltops (3 reasons)? 
4. How is the village constructed (3/4 points)? 
5. Why must Appiya share responsibility for her household? 
6. What are the duties of Akha men, and Akha women?
7. What must a trap be like? 
8. According to legend, why do Akha men & women sleep separately? 
9. Where do the Akha come from? 
10. When did the Akha emigrate & why?   

11. What happened to the Akha during World War II? 
12. Where did they shelter? 
13. What was Harbo told to do in the 1950s? 
14. What does the Akha future depend on? 
15. What is the most important event of the year?   

16. Why does the blacksmith have high status in the community? 

AB: Akha Agriculture
17. Why are the Akha known as the ‘architects of agriculture’ (2 reasons)? 
18. What 3 things must be done at the approach of the monsoon? 
19. What must each family do in the fields first & why? 
20. How do the Akha know if the soil is ready for planting? 
21. Why are traditional methods of agriculture useless for Akha fields?
22. What crops do they grow? 

23. What are the helicopters doing? How often? 

24. What causes deforestation? 
25. How many harvests are there each year? 
26. Why would the Akha need new land after a few years? 
27. Why can’t the Akha search for new land? 
28. What would the government like the Akha to do & why (2 reasons)? 
29. Complete the following:

    “The Akha are ________ without ________ who only want to live in _____”
30. Why can’t the Akha grow corn & ginger? 
31. Why are the Akha planting small bushes (2 reasons)? 
