ETHNIC PEOPLES IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
The Dogon of Mali (A B)
Preview

Find out at least 3 things about ‘The Dogon of Mali’ (location/history/ culture/religion/language, etc) in preparation for this class. 

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________
Key Words

These words are important to understanding the DVD you are about to watch:

Bandiagara Cliff      Amma     Bangali              Islam        The Nomo
Vocabulary Check

Prepare the following vocabulary in order to aid your understanding of the DVD. First try to guess the meaning, then you can check in a dictionary. Write the English meaning next to the word.

a)  be inaccessible _________________________________________

b)  fertilizer ______________________________________________

c)  clay __________________________________________________

d)  to sterilize_____________________________________________

e)  to retain ______________________________________________

f)  to be depleted _________________________________________

g) a caste _______________________________________________

h) anvil _________________________________________________

i) to fashion into __________________________________________

j) prohibitions ____________________________________________

k)  abandon _____________________________________________

l) to hoist ________________________________________________

m) stakes ________________________________________________

n) (bird) guano ___________________________________________

o) to stay faithful to _______________________________________

p) to convert somebody ____________________________________
q) artifacts _______________________________________________

AB: Dogon Society  
After watching the segment, in turns, ask your partner the following questions and write down their answers. Answer your partner’s questions with a full English sentence. Don’t use katakana nor worry about spellings. If neither of you can answer a question, then skip it and come back to later if you have time.

1.-How long is the Bandiagara cliff, and how high is it?

2. What have the Dogons developed? 
3.-What have the Dogons had to do to survive?  
4. What have the Dogons done for 500 years? 
5. What 4 things don’t young people know about Dogon culture? 
6. According to Bangali, what is a permanent threat to the Dogon’s survival? Why? 
7. What was the landscape like 3000 years ago? 
8. How often does the land yield a crop? 
9. Who dug out the wells? 
10. What has Islam tried to do? 
11. Why were the Dogon able to retain their animist beliefs? 
12. What has been happening over the last 20 years? 
13. Complete the following:

    “As the _____ go up, what will ______ to the _______ so _______ linked to their religious ______?”
14. What depleted the grain reserves? 
15. What did they do to survive? 
AB: The Secrets of The Cliff
16. What is the design of the traditional Dogon house based on? 
17. What is the Gina? Who is the head of it? 
18. What is the status of the blacksmith? 
19. What are 2 things he must (not) do? 
20. In earlier times, where did the blacksmith live & why? 
21. Who are the ‘Ulubaru’? What do they know?  
22. How is the Dogon village organised? 
23. Who does the spinning & the weaving of cloth? 
24. What is the Toguna? What do they do & where?  
25. What do the elder women do? 
26. How do they get water? How is this affecting parts of the cliff? 
27. Who were ‘The Telem’? What did they do & when? 
28. How are these places used now? 
29. What do some young Dogon men do each year? How high? Why? 
30. What is done with it? 
