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If the name Genghis Khan (1162-7227) reminds you of the savorl- smell of barbe-

cued Mongolian mutton, you must be a gourmet, but today, I irould like to introduce
you to the magnificent life of a world-famous hero rather than the barbecue.
Although there are many heroes and heroic women in historl.. Genghis Khan is con-

s sidered one of the world's greatest heroes. He was a great warrior n-ho almost com-

pletely conquered the vast Eurasian Continent and was the first person to unify the

East and the West.

Genghis l(han was born in Mongolia. Incated between Russia and China, it con-

sists of highlands which are an average of 1,580 meters above sea level. In winter,
ro the temperature drops to 25C-45"C below fueezing. Genghis Khan u-as the son of a

tribal chief in an area close to the source of three rivers in the northern part of the

country. He unified the neighboring tribes one after another and eventually occupied

the greatest land of the East, China. Then he went west, gained control of Central

Asia, advanced to Russia and defeated powerful enemies like persia.

15 There are four reasons why Genghis Khan's army \ /as so overwhelming. First of
all, they rode fast horses and used effective w-eapons such as bows and arrows and cat-

apults. Second, if a defeated enemy soldier showed exceptional ability, Genghis Ktran

would enlist him into his army and promote him. Third, his army always moved with
a large flock of sheep, so food was never a problem. Finally, though he believed in

zo Shamanism, he respected other religions and avoided religious confrontations.

Genghis Khan died on the battlefield. Even with the full use of 21st century sci-

ence, we still cannot locate his grave. Although no clues exist, some people think
that a tomb lies deep in the soil of Mongolia or Central Asia. It has been said that the
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