14. Living Buddhas of Tibet

Karmapa, who, like the Dalai Lama before
him, braved snowy mountain paths and
escaped to Dharamsala to the govern-
ment in exile. The Karmapa was greeted
by tearful Tibetan Buddhists and spoke
these words to them.

“The important issues for a Buddhist

are love, mercy, praying for world peace
and peace of mind. As long as you follow
the Dalai Lama, freedom will certainly be returned to Tibet.”

The Dalai Lama and the Karmapa are considered as “living Buddhas,” an existence
unique to Tibetan Buddhism. They are respected as a reborn Buddha, or holy priest.
Tibetan Buddhism has many denominations and recognizes around 300 saintly men.
But the one who is respected most is the Dalai Lama. However, because of his
advanced age, people are worried about his successor. The arrival of the Karmapa
has removed these worries.

The Tibet problem is clearly a modern international issue. China stations at least
one-third of its nuclear weapons in Tibet and is developing nuclear weapons in several
nearby provinces. The Dalai Lama said China wants to maintain a powerful influence
over India, the other Asian giant lying south of Tibet. Likewise, India’s Department
of Defense claims that its nuclear testing program was begun not out of fear of
Pakistan, but as a countermeasure to China’s activities.

In addition, the movement to support Tibet and the Dalai Lama is gaining momen-
tum worldwide. For example, big Hollywood stars such as Richard Gere, Sting,
Harrison Ford and Julia Roberts have all voiced their strong support for Tibet and the
Dalai Lama.
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