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Aung San Suu Kyi and “Burma”
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The Nobel Peace Prize winner, Aung San Suu Kyi’s
real name is just Suu Kyi. Following the tradition of
Southeast Asian countries, the people of Myanmar have
only a given name and no family name. But, since

there are so many people named Suu Kyi, she is called

Aung San Suu Kyi, “Suu Kyi, the daughter of Aung
\ R@ San.” Her father, Aung San, was a national hero and
= one of the founders of the nation.
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Suu Kyi refuses to accept the name of her country,

Myanmar, because she does not recognize the present military government. The
military took control of the nation and changed the name from Burma to Myanmar.
The conditions in this country are complicated. Suu Kyi, the chief secretary of the
largest opposition party in this country, has been fighting an uncompromising battle
against the government for years. The military leaders put her under house arrest,
totally ignoring her human rights.

When her British husband had cancer and did not have long to live, he applied for
an entry visa to see his wife for the last time, but the military government refused to
issue his visa. Her husband passed away toward the end of 1999 in Oxford, with their
two sons at his bedside. He was never able to see his wife again before his death.
The military regime told Suu Kyi that she could go to the UK. to visit her husband,
but she knew that once she left the country, she would not be allowed to return and be
politically active. Therefore, she chose to stay under house arrest despite her diffi-
cult family circumstances.

One of the major minority groups in Myanmar is the Karen tribe. Suu Kyi sup-



