
The l(hmer Krom-Between Southeast and East Asia
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The Mekong River is 4,020 kilometers

long and is the largest river in Southeast

Asia It starts in the Tibetan highlands'

runs throughYunnan province along the

border of Laos and Thailand, through

Cambodia and flows into the South

Chioa Sea in southern Vietnam' This is

where the Khmer Krom have lived since

ancienttimes.

There are two turmes for this minority

group in Yietnam- The first one is the

Khmer Krom, which means "lowland

Cambodians'in Cambodian' The sec-

ond one is Kh6-me, which means

"Khmers of the southern area" in

Vietnamese. The I(hmer Krom are

basically Cambodians, a Southeast Asian

race, but since the land theY live on
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became vietnamese territory, they are regarded as East Asians' In other rvords' they

20 arLr a unique race living on the border of East Asia (chinese cltitttral area) and

Southeast Asia (Indian cultural area) '

The Khmer Krom do not have family names. Take, for exanrpie, a man whose

name is chau Khum. chau is his father's given name ancl lCrum is his own given

name. This lack of family names is also a characteristic of carnbodians ancl other
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