
East Timor:The First Narion to Declare
Independence in the 2lst Century
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Tiuror is surrounded by the ocean near the Suncla Isles.'.i'.r.i:.-.-,-- ii:n liricl on a
map when you move your eyes from Indonesia towarcl -\Lrstrajt:- . he -\Lrstralian
Continent is just across the Tirnor Sea. The scent of sancl:iii,,',,..r1 :.r:-;.icc1 this small,

remote isiand into a battlefield of European powers such :.s Prr:'rr-lSal and the
s Netherlands. In the era of great voyages, European countries ships sailed toward

Asia in order to open a trade route for spices and goici. The]' colrrlizrcl sonre Asian

regions and profited greatly front trade in spices, sanclalri'oc.,cl ancl olitrr conrnroclities.
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