East Timor—The First Nation to Declare
Independence in the 21st C entury
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Timor is surrounded by the ocean near the Sunda Isles, which vou can find on a
map when you move your eyes from Indonesia toward Australia. The Australian
Continent is just across the Timor Sea. The scent of sandalwood turned this small,
remote island into a battlefield of European powers such as Portugal and the

5 Netherlands. In the era of great voyages, European countries’ ships sailed toward
Asia in order to open a trade route for spices and gold. They colonized some Asian

regions and profited greatly from trade in spices, sandalwood and other commodities.



