ETHNIC PEOPLES IN THE 21ST CENTURY
ASIA & AFRICA
13: GENGHIS KHAN & MONGOLIA 
In this course, we will be looking at the development & future of various ethnic tribes & troubles from around the world. Every week, you will be asked to read a passage and answer the questions listed below. Please do not simply mark the passage. You need to write out your answer, if possible using your own words rather than just copying from the passage. In addition, read the discussion questions that follow and write down some of your ideas & opinions with reasons or examples, in preparation for pair work/group discussion in the next class. 
Vocabulary Exercise

Find the 5 words below in the text. Look at the sentence and try to explain their meaning in English without using a dictionary. If you need to, later you can check your definition in a dictionary:

                          My Definition              Dictionary Definition
a) occupied ___________________________________________
b) overwhelming _______________________________________

c) exceptional __________________________________________

d) immeasurable  _______________________________________

e) banished ____________________________________________

Reading Comprehension Questions

After reading the following passages, write your answers in your own English using a full sentence(s), to the questions that follow:

1) Why is Genghis Khan considered one of the world’s greatest heroes?
　_____________________________________________________

2) What kind of country is Mongolia? 

______________________________________________________

3) How was he able to gain power in his homeland?
　______________________________________________________

4) Why were Genghis Khan’s armies so successful?

______________________________________________________
5) Where might Genghis Khan be buried?
______________________________________________________    
6) How large was the area ruled by Genghis Khan?

______________________________________________________

7) How did socialism change Mongolia?

______________________________________________________

8) How & why did Mongolia change in 1992?

______________________________________________________

9) Why was the 800th anniversary celebration of Genghis Khan’s birth unsuccessful?

______________________________________________________
10) What didn’t Russia like about Genghis Khan?

______________________________________________________
Discussion Questions

Think about these questions and note down your ideas & opinions, adding reasons or examples to support your points:

a) Which figure from Japanese history do you admire most & why? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

b) As the centre of Genghis Khan’s kingdom, Mongolia was once an influential country but it is now small & unimportant. Throughout human history, empires grow, dominate & then die or disappear – why? Try to think of 3 reasons why empires rise & fall
1) __________________________________________________

2) __________________________________________________

3) __________________________________________________

c) In the 19th century, Britain had the world’s greatest empire. In the 20th century, America was dominant. 100 years from now, which country do you think will be the most important & why?
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
