ETHNIC PEOPLES IN THE 21ST CENTURY
ASIA & AFRICA
14: TIBET 
In this course, we will be looking at the development & future of various ethnic tribes & troubles from around the world. Every week, you will be asked to read a passage and answer the questions listed below. Please do not simply mark the passage. You need to write out your answer, if possible using your own words rather than just copying from the passage. In addition, read the discussion questions that follow and write down some of your ideas & opinions with reasons or examples, in preparation for pair work/group discussion in the next class. 
Vocabulary Exercise

Find the 5 words below in the text. Look at the sentence and try to explain their meaning in English without using a dictionary. If you need to, later you can check your definition in a dictionary:

                          My Definition              Dictionary Definition
a) dominion ___________________________________________
b) valiantly ____________________________________________

c) pillar _______________________________________________

d) respected ___________________________________________

e) denominations _______________________________________

Reading Comprehension Questions

After reading the following passages, write your answers in your own English using a full sentence(s), to the questions that follow:

1) Why was Tibet called the roof of the world?
    ______________________________________________________

2) What kind of country was it before 1950? 

______________________________________________________

3) After 1950, how did the Chinese change Tibet?
    ______________________________________________________

4) From the 9th century, in what ways was Tibet unique?

______________________________________________________
5) What followed China’s invasion of Tibet? 
______________________________________________________   

6) Why did the Dalai Lama go to Dharamsala?

______________________________________________________

7) What is similar about Gandhi & the Dalai Lama?

______________________________________________________

8) Why were Tibetan Buddhists in India so pleased by the arrival of the Karmapa?

______________________________________________________

9) Why is the Dalai Lama the most respected man in Tibet?

______________________________________________________
10) According to the Dalai Lama, why does China want to control Tibet?

______________________________________________________
Discussion Questions

Think about these questions and note down your ideas & opinions, adding reasons or examples to support your points:

a) Should countries do more to support Tibetan independence or not? Explain your opinion with reasons & examples 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

b) China claims a lot of territory including Taiwan & the Senkakus. Korea claims Takeshima, while Japan claims Dokdo & the Northern Territories. Think of 2/3 reasons why these disputes continue in North-East Asia, even in the 21st century.
1) ___________________________________________________

2) ___________________________________________________

3) ___________________________________________________

c) Japan claims the Northern Territories from Russia. Do you think the Japanese government should do more to regain this territory or give up? Explain your answer with facts & reasons.
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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