ETHNIC PEOPLES IN THE 21ST CENTURY
ASIA & AFRICA
18: INDIAN CASTE SYSTEM 
In this course, we will be looking at the development & future of various ethnic tribes & troubles from around the world. Every week, you will be asked to read a passage and answer the questions listed below. Please do not simply mark the passage. You need to write out your answer, if possible using your own words rather than just copying from the passage. In addition, read the discussion questions that follow and write down some of your ideas & opinions with reasons or examples, in preparation for pair work/group discussion in the next class.
Vocabulary Exercise

Find the 5 words below in the text. Look at the sentence and try to explain their meaning in English without using a dictionary. If you need to, later you can check your definition in a dictionary:

                          My Definition              Dictionary Definition
a) dowry ______________________________________________
b) abolish _____________________________________________

c) doctrines ___________________________________________

d) recognizable _________________________________________

e) retaliation ___________________________________________

Reading Comprehension Questions

After reading the following passages, write your answers in your own English using a full sentence(s), to the questions that follow:

1) Why is the bride’s father sad at an Indian wedding?
　______________________________________________________

2) What is this custom based on? 

______________________________________________________

3) What is a dowry murder? What are some people trying to do about it?
    ______________________________________________________

4) How is the caste system organised?

______________________________________________________
5) What can’t Indian people do? 
______________________________________________________  
6) From where does the caste system come? How else does it influence people’s lives? 
______________________________________________________

7) Why do some couples emigrate? 
______________________________________________________

8) Give some examples of how the caste system is changing.
______________________________________________________

9) What is Sikhism? What do Sikhs want?
______________________________________________________
Discussion Questions

Think about these questions and note down your ideas & opinions, adding reasons or examples to support your points:

a) Did Japan have a class system in the past? Explain your answer. Is there any class system in Japan now? Why or why not? 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

b) Why do some countries have strong class systems while others do not? Try to think of 3 different factors in society that support a class structure:   
1) ___________________________________________________

2) ___________________________________________________

3) ___________________________________________________

c) Think of 2 advantages 2 disadvantages of a class system. Try to think of different points, not just opposites.
+) ___________________________________________________

+) ___________________________________________________

-) ____________________________________________________

-) ____________________________________________________
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