ETHNIC PEOPLES IN THE 21ST CENTURY
ASIA & AFRICA
19: RECOVERING ABORIGINES 
In this course, we will be looking at the development & future of various ethnic tribes & troubles from around the world. Every week, you will be asked to read a passage and answer the questions listed below. Please do not simply mark the passage. You need to write out your answer, if possible using your own words rather than just copying from the passage. In addition, read the discussion questions that follow and write down some of your ideas & opinions with reasons or examples, in preparation for pair work/group discussion in the next class. 

Vocabulary Exercise

Find the 5 words below in the text. Look at the sentence and try to explain their meaning in English without using a dictionary. If you need to, later you can check your definition in a dictionary:

                          My Definition              Dictionary Definition
a) slaughtered _________________________________________
b) endured ____________________________________________

c) frustration __________________________________________

d) mainstream _________________________________________

e) integrating _________________________________________

Reading Comprehension Questions

After reading the following passages, write your answers in your own English using a full sentence(s), to the questions that follow:

1) How were the Aborigines able to get to Australia?
    ______________________________________________________

2) How did they live? 

______________________________________________________

3) What event ended the Aborigines way of life?

______________________________________________________

4) Were the Aborigines a unified nation? Why or why not

______________________________________________________
5) Which Britons first came to Australia & why?

______________________________________________________
6) Why didn’t the Aborigines fight the British (2 reasons)?

______________________________________________________
7) What are some of the problems Aborigines face today?    

    Why?  
    _______________________________________________

8) Give 3 examples of how the Australian government has tried to help the Aborigines.
______________________________________________________

9) Who was Cathy Freeman? What was important about her?
______________________________________________________

Discussion Questions

Think about these questions and note down your ideas & opinions, adding reasons or examples to support your points:

a) Both Native American Indians & Aborigines now live in ‘reservations’ Do you think this is a good way to help indigenous people? Why or why not? Explain your opinion with at least 2 reasons
1) __________________________________________________

2) __________________________________________________

b) Apart from losing their land, why do you think native peoples find it so hard to adapt to modern life? Think of 3 reasons:
1) ___________________________________________________

2) ___________________________________________________

3) ___________________________________________________

c) Should the government try to persuade young people to continue their traditional customs/lifestyle in the 21st century, or should societies let traditional culture die if young people want to live a modern lifestyle? Explain your answer with 2 reasons or examples.
1) ________________________________________________

2) ________________________________________________
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