Debut: May 5, 1921
Chemist: Ernest Beaux
Client: Gabrielle Bonheur (“Coco”) Chanel

S “A woman is closest to being naked when
q she is well dressed. I wanted to give her a
— e, perfume, but an artificial perfume.”
r —————— — Coco Chanel
£ e “On a woman, a natural flower scent
N°5 smells artificial. Perhaps a natural
CHANEL perfume must be created artificially.”
PARIS — Coco Chanel
“Simplicity is the keynote of
all true elegance.”
— Coco Chanel (1923)

The Chanel No. 5 bottle itself was thus an artistic statement about
modernity. It was—and is—as refreshingly simple, and as timelessly classic, as
Chanel’s famous “little black dress.” Nothing ornate about this container: just
the black characters on the white label, and Coco Chanel’s initials on the cork.
The focus is on the amber liquid inside, and its seductive properties.

This perfect match of form to function has earned the Chanel No.5 bottle
a place in the permanent collection of New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Vocabulary Exercise: After reading the above article, find the missing
English words for the Japanese definitions listed below:
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