“Oh, Lord, won't you buy me a Mercedes-Benz!”
—Janis Joplin (1970)

their own to take the car on a long-distance trip to prove its road-worthiness. One day,
at dawn, as Carl slept, they pushed the vehicle out onto the road and started it only
when they were far enough away that Carl could not hear the engine start. Then they
drove to Pforzheim, some 80 kilometers away. When they needed fuel they bought a
petroleum-based solvent from a pharmacy. But the car couldn’t handle the hills! So on
every hill, young Richard would stay seated at the tiller (the steering mechanism),
while Bertha and another son pushed. When they got back, after further adventures, do
you think they told Mr. Benz about the hills? They most certainly did! He therefore
added a low gear to the transmission. By 1888 he had won a gold medal at the Munich
Exposition. Many other problems had to be solved before the car sold well, including
the development of a customer base. But that’s another story!
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