“The weight of the body falls on the arch of the foot like a plumb line.”
— Salvatore Ferragamo

mistaken. And so—Ilike the young So6ichird Honda—he was not afraid to go to school
to pick up specialized knowledge, even though he was already well established
professionally. Like Honda, he had an insatiable desire to improve. That was why, as
early as 1920, he commuted 200 miles (roundtrip) from Santa Barbara several times a
week for several months, to take that UCLA night course.

Later, Salvatore took correspondence courses in mathematics and chemical
engineering. Mathematics helped with architectural principles of design; chemical
engineering helped with processing materials and applying colors. By continually
seeking to improve his mastery of his craft, this Leonardo da Vinci of cobblers was
able to balance imagination and discipline, blending futuristic designs and materials
with old-world craftsmanship. He made wearable objets d’art. He realized many

dreams. Q
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