“Strong points should be given greater weight than weak points.”

—Konosuke Matsushita
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MS]J — for Matsushita Seikei Juku — is better known in English as
MITM: the Matsushita Institute of Government and Management. Founded
in 1979, it is dedicated to providing leadership at the highest levels of

government and business.

Revered as a “god of management” who created famous brand names
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(National, Panasonic, Technics) out of nothing,
Matsushita engaged in his later years in an expanding
series of philanthropic activities. Perhaps the
“exclamation mark™ at the end of this series is
Matsushita’s endowment of the Science and Technology
Foundation of Japan (JSTF), and its yearly Japan Prize,
open to all nationalities. This prize does reflect a belief in
the practicality of applied science. But it is revealing that
in addition to encouraging basic research leading to
innovative devices, the Japan Prize also rewards scientific
work that promotes “Harmonious Co-Existence.”
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Science and Technology Foundation of Japan (JSTF)
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